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Ms. Amy Graves, President 
Get Prescription Drugs Off The Street Society 

Dear Ms. Graves: 

I am writing in response to your letter dated July 28, 2014. I appreciate your follow up 
and I am sorry you were disappointed with my response earlier this month. The last 
thing I would ever want is for someone to feel insulted by a letter they received from me. 
It was never my intention. 

As I said in my original letter, I agree that prescription drug overdose is a serious issue 
in our province and across the country. And it's a complex issue that involves a 
coordinated effort of many partners from the community, law enforcement and 
healthcare if we wish to find ways to address the abuse, and ideally, prevent it in the 
first place. 

When the issue was first brought to my attention, I spoke with staff from my department 
and with policing agencies to learn more about how investigations were dealt with. I was 
advised that police have very specific protocols in place for investigating all cases 
where a death has occurred, including those situations involving prescription drugs. I 
also learned that in some areas of our province where prescription drug abuse is more 
prevalent, additional training and resources have been allocated to help address the 
issue. For agencies that may not have additional resources available to deal with these 
types of investigations, assistance is provided by the RCMP and the larger municipal 
police forces. 

Government and the Department of Justice have also put significant resources into 
dealing with the issue of prescription drug abuse. The Department of Justice provides. 



funding for over 1 00 additional police officers in the province, many of whom are 
assigned to street crime enforcement units that target the street level drug trade, 
. including prescription drugs. 

The multi-disciplinary committee I referenced in my letter is also a very valuable 
resource in the fight against prescription drug abuse. The formation of this committee 
was led by my department after consultation with policing representatives regarding the 
abuse of prescription drugs in the province. There is representation from all aspects of 
the health and medical field~, staff from my department, and policing representatives 
from the federal, provincial and municipal levels. This committee meets to discuss not 
only enforcement issues, but education and preventative strategies to deal with 
prescription drug issues proactively. The concerns you have addressed in your 
correspondence are the kinds of issues reviewed by this committee. 

Again, I would like to reiterate that I appreciate the work that is being done by your 
organization. I would be happy to facilitate a meeting between myself, you and your 
colleagues and our policing partners to further discuss your concerns. 

Thank you again for your follow up. 

Yours truly, 

- ~r(.~ 
Hono~'-::na Metlege Diab, ECNS 

c: Honourable Leo A. Glavine 


