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July 28th, 2014 

The Honorable Minister of Justice Lena Diab 

5151 Terminal Road 

P.O. Box 7 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2L6 

 
 
Dear Minister Diab, 
 
Thank you for your reply to our June 23

rd
 letter regarding our concerns with overdose death investigation 

protocol and officer education in prescription drugs. We felt the need to voice our concerns after hearing 
repeated stories about families who lost loved ones to prescription drug overdoses and experienced 
delays, no investigations, substandard investigations, and lack of communication from enforcement which 
has led to formal complaints. This letter was signed and endorsed by our Enforcement Consultant, Rob 
Mulloy, a recently retired RCMP officer who had been working on the front lines for over 25 years. The 
letter was also signed by two Directors of GPDOTS who have personally experienced substandard police 
investigations. 
 
We find it very disappointing and almost insulting that you believe the RCMP and other policing agencies 
in Nova Scotia have policy, training and education to deal effectively with investigations related to 
prescription drugs after we have personally been affected by the lack of policy, training, and education.  
 
After reading your response it leaves us to wonder if you had a chance to even read the letter yourself or 
check the references we provided? How can municipal enforcement agencies be investigating drug related 
deaths effectively if no standard protocol exists? This lack of protocol has been confirmed by officers 
across Nova Scotia. If RCMP and policing agencies have effective training and education in relation to 
prescription drug investigations why do formal complaints continue to be filed? 
 
We are aware of the multi-disciplinary committee (which includes representation from law enforcement 
and staff from your department) focused on prescription drug abuse. It is shocking that you do not feel the 
need to pass these concerns along to this committee. We would also like to know who represents 
enforcement on this committee? Is it police chiefs (administrators), or officers who work on the frontlines 
and are expected to complete these investigations? 
 
We are aware that protocol is being developed within the Medical Examiner’s office for overdose deaths 
but this does not go far enough. A Medical Examiner will not be instructing enforcement how to carry out 



 

 

a criminal investigation, ex: checking victim’s cell phone, interviewing witnesses, identifying and 
cataloging evidence. Refusing to adopt police protocol is refusing accountability.  
 
We would like to encourage you to rethink what you perceive as effective protocol, education, and 
training. Our directors and/or consultants would be happy to meet with you to discuss these issues further.  
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


